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INTRODUCTION
The distribution of the orchid Serapias perezchiscanoi Acedo is limited to the southwestern part of the Iberian Peninsula. It is a rare species with about 25 known populations. The species is characterized by pale, greenish flowers that often have a reddish venation on all plant parts, in contrast to all other members of the genus which generally have red colored flowers.
Serapias perez-chiscanoi is found only in Extremadura (Spain), mainly along the Guadiana and Tagus river basin, and in several other scattered populations. One population is known from the most western part of the Castille-La Mancha region, near the border of Extremadura (VENHUIS & al., 2006) . One population was also reported from the Algarve, in Portugal (JANSEN, 1993) . Although some authors have doubts about its taxonomic status, VENHUIS & al. (2004) consider Serapias perez-chiscanoi to be a distinct species as it has a stable and uniform morphological appearance, along with a deviant habitat and breeding system. This paper provides a phytosociological and syntaxonomical classification of the habitat of Serapias perez-chiscanoi in the Lower Alentejo province (Portugal), based on field data and observations.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

STUDY AREA
The study area is situated near the small village of Vila Nova da Baronia, which is a rural Portuguese community in the Alvito region, located in the Lower Alentejo province. Vila Nova da Baronia has an area of about 124.54 km², 1328 inhabitants (2001) and thus a density of 10.7 per/km². The study area is situated about 175 km from the country's capital, Lisbon (Figure 1 ).
According to the biogeographic map by COSTA & al. (2002) and RIVAS-MARTÍNEZ & al. (2004) , the study area is located in the Mediterranean West Iberian Province (Lusitan-Extremadurean subprovince, Marianic-Monchiquensean sector and Baixo Alentejano-Monchiquense subsector). According to RIVAS-MARTÍNEZ & al. (2002) , the bioclimatic characterization can be considered as the upper meso-Mediterranean belt and lower sub-humid ombrotype. The climate in this southern region of Portugal has a strong Mediterranean influence, characterized by a relatively low and concentrated rainfall during winters, high average temperatures and a relatively low humidity.
Geologically speaking, the Alvito region, and thus the rural community of Vila Nova da Baronia, is located at the border of the ancient Mesozoic formations, belonging to the western edge of the Hesperic Massif at the southwestern zone of Ossa-Morena, and the modern Mesocenozoic formations form the western edge, locally represented by Cenozoic formations such as the Sado river basin (CÂMARA MUNICIPAL DE ALVITO, 2009 ). This basin is characterized by litholic soils, non-humic or microphyritic rocks and lithosoils. This region is predominantly characterized by a landscape of open pastures with scattered trees.
NOMENCLATURE
The identification of the regional flora and nomenclature follows ALCARAZ & al. (1991) , CAS- TROVIEJO & al. (1986 TROVIEJO & al. ( -2008 , FRANCO (1971 FRANCO ( , 1984 , FRANCO & AFONSO (1994 , 1998 , 2003 and VALDÉS & al. (1987) .
The plant communities were analyzed according to the phytosociological method of BraunBlanquet (BRAUN- BLANQUET, 1979; GÉHU & RIVAS-MARTÍNEZ, 1981; RIVAS-MARTÍNEZ & al., 2002) .
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In total, 239 taxa were found in the study area. 
SYNPHYTOSOCIOLOGY
In the study area we identified the climatophilous thermomediterranean series of Asparago aphylli-Querceto suberis sigmetum, Gaditan-Algarvian and Lusitan-Extremadurean, with subhumid to humid and silicicolous forests of Quercus suber.
In this territory, the potential stage of the Asparago aphylli-Querceto suberis sigmetum are Asparago aphylli-Quercetum suberis (mature forest) was formed by cork oak (Quercus suber) and other tall shrubs (Arbutus unedo, Quercus coccifera, Myrtus communis, Phillyrea angustifolia and Olea europaea), which formed dense groups in the lower parts of valleys and on gentle slopes.
The first substitutional stage was the shrub Phillyreo angustifoliae-Arbutetum unedonis which formed the lower layer of the wood. In an advanced regression stage, the bush Halimio ocymoidis-Ericetum umbellatae occurs on dry soils in the lower parts of valleys, and the community of Ulex australis subsp. welwitschianus and Cistus ladanifer on the humid slopes. The therophytic grasslands of Trifolio cherleri-Plantaginetum bellardii dominate in the herbaceous stratum.
DISTRIBUTION AND CONSERVATION
Although the literature often reports that Serapias perez-chiscanoi occurs in Extremadura (Spain) and adjacent Portugal, no populations were observed in Portugal except for a population near Vale do Lobo -Algarve (JANSEN, 1993) . This population was destroyed soon after it was discovered. In 2007, J. Moura discovered a population near Abrantes but we found it destroyed the next spring. A strip was ploughed beside the growing site of S. perez-chiscanoi in order to prevent the spread of fire. Several plants were found uprooted but it is not known whether other plants survived. The studied population (Vila Nova da Baronia) combined with another recently discovered population by J. Pessoa (Ereiras), makes two currently known populations in Portugal. The four locations in Portugal where S. perez-chiscanoi was found are spatially widely separated (Figura 2.), which makes it very likely that more populations in Portugal will be found in the future.
In Spain, about 25 populations are currently known. S. perez-chiscanoi has been legally protected under Extremadurean law since 2001 (categorized as "in danger of extinction"), which means that the regional government is obliged to set up a protection plan to prevent its extinction. Unfortunately, this plan is still not operative. VENHUIS & al. (2006) report that several populations have been destroyed during the past 10 years.
In Portugal the species is not yet protected. To ensure its survival, it should be given official protection in Portugal as soon as possible, and a protection plan in Extremadura should be set up urgently. 
